OHIO’S 2004 CONTESTED SHERIFFS’ ELECTIONS

Out of 88 counties in Ohio, only 31 counties had contested Sheriff races in the 2004 General Election.  In the 31 county races, there were a total of 34 candidates that were not incumbents.  Out of those 34 candidates, plus the 31 incumbents, all had the requisite supervisory or college educational experience necessary to be a candidate without the passage of H.B. 75 by the 125th Ohio Legislature, except for one incumbent.   Dwayne Wenninger, Brown County, Ohio, appears to be the only candidate not satisfying the qualification requirements to be a valid candidate for sheriff prior to the passage of H.B. 75.  

Number column is “[# in county listing] – [# down this table]”

Incumbents identified by an *

Telephone numbers are for county sheriff’s office

Candidates in “Red“ challenged incumbents in “Black”

Qualifications were either based upon supervisory experience or education, as listed

“WEB” indicates the candidate’s qualifications were found from Internet documentation

	
	County
	Candidate
	Vote
	Telephone
	Qualification Based Upon

	1 - 1
	Adams 
	*Kermit G. Howard(D)
	8,311
	937-544-2314
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Charles C. Crawford(R)
	3,450
	
	Chief, Seaman, OH

	5 - 2
	Athens 
	*Vernon R. Castle(D)
	15,427
	740-593-6633
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Patrick Kelly(I)
	6,272
	
	Lieutenant

	
	 
	David E. Redecker(R)
	6,127
	
	Previous Sheriff

	6 - 3
	Auglaize 
	*Allen F. Solomon(D)
	13,435
	419-738-2147
	Incumbent

	
	 
	John D. Drake(R)
	8,599
	
	Chief & Lieutenant

	7 - 4
	Belmont 
	*Fred A. Thompson(D)
	22,056
	740-695-7933
	Incumbent

	
	 
	John Morelli(I)
	9,674
	
	Sergeant

	8 - 5
	Brown 
	Kenneth O. Martin(I)
	5,968
	
	Chief, Sardinia, OH

	
	 
	*Dwayne  Wenninger(R)
	13,461
	Incumbent
	Only H.B. 75 Beneficiary

	9 - 6
	Butler 
	Dale S. Richter(D)
	60,010
	Called Candidate
	College Education

	
	 
	*Richard K. Jones(R)
	93,694
	513-785-1000
	Incumbent

	10 - 7
	Carroll 
	*Dale R. Williams(D)
	7,935
	330-627-2141
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Wesley E. Day(R)
	6,046
	
	Major

	15 - 8
	Columbiana 
	John M. Soldano(D)
	20,920
	
	Chief, Leetonia, OH - WEB

	
	 
	*David L. Smith(R)
	26,676
	330-424-1104
	Incumbent

	16 - 9
	Coshocton 
	David A. Corbett (WI)(I)
	6,864
	
	Previous Sheriff

	
	 
	*Timothy L. Rogers(R)
	9,296
	740-622-2411
	Incumbent

	23 - 10
	Fairfield 
	Dennis S. Carley(I)
	0
	
	Not Qualified At All

	
	 
	*Dave  Phalen(R)
	53,265
	740-653-5223
	Incumbent

	26 - 11
	Fulton 
	Cheryl Chapa(I)
	7,328
	Called Candidate
	Sergeant + College Education

	
	 
	*Darrell E. Merillat(R)
	13,063
	419-335-4010
	Incumbent

	27 - 12
	Gallia 
	*David L. Martin(D)
	8,373
	740-446-1221
	Incumbent 

	
	 
	J.D. Taylor(R)
	5,484
	
	Sergent, Gallipolis, OH

	28 - 13
	Geauga 
	*Daniel C. McClelland(D)
	28,639
	440-286-4031
	Incumbent

	
	 
	David A. Easthon(R)
	17,865
	
	Lieutenant GCSO - WEB

	37 - 14
	Hocking 
	Michael Perez(D)
	3,323
	
	Chief, Nelsonville, OH

	
	 
	*Lanny  North(R)
	9,445
	740-385-2131
	Incumbent

	39 - 15
	Huron 
	Mike White(D)
	9,523
	
	Chief, Monroeville, OH - WEB

	
	 
	*Dick  Sutherland(R)
	15,496
	419-668-6912
	Incumbent

	41 - 16
	Jefferson 
	*Fred J. Abdalla(D)
	25,381
	740-283-8600
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Bill Rensi(R)
	11,051
	
	College Education

	42 - 17
	Knox 
	Jerry L. Day(I)
	11,331
	
	Chief, Fredericktown, OH - WEB

	
	 
	*David B. Barber(R)
	13,575
	740-397-3333
	Incumbent

	44 - 18
	Lawrence 
	Russell E. Bennett, Jr.(D)
	12,148
	
	Chief, Chesapeake, OH - WEB

	
	 
	*Timothy W. Sexton(R)
	15,098
	740-532-3525
	Incumbent

	48 - 19
	Lucas 
	*James A. Telb(D)
	103,736
	419-213-4900
	Incumbent 

	
	 
	Daniel D. Contreras(I)
	30,897
	
	Captain

	
	 
	Thomas L. Gulch(R)
	71,393
	
	Chief, Oregon, OH

	51 - 20
	Marion 
	*Tim Bailey(D)
	14,925
	740-382-8244
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Scott E. Blough(R)
	13,870
	
	Lieutenant + College Education

	53 - 21
	Meigs 
	Jeffrey A. Miller(D)
	4,463
	
	Chief, Rutland, OH

	
	 
	Joe Kirby (WI)(I)
	305
	
	Assistant Chief, Pomeroy, OH

	
	 
	*Robert E. Beegle(R)
	5,707
	740-992-3371
	Incumbent

	56 - 22
	Monroe 
	*Tim Price(D)
	6,299
	740-472-1612
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Wayne Smith(R)
	1,399
	Called Candidate
	College Education – Master’s Deg

	62 - 23
	Ottawa 
	*Robert L. Bratton(D)
	13,810
	419-734-4404
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Buddy Wallace Chasteen(I)
	7,245
	Called Candidate
	Chief, Rocky Ridge, OH

	66 - 24
	Pike 
	John M. Mosley(I)
	5,145
	
	Corporal - WEB

	
	 
	*Larry Douglas Travis, Sr.(R)
	6,890
	740-947-2111
	Incumbent

	67 - 25
	Portage 
	Tony Stankiewicz(D)
	29,687
	Called Candidate
	Supervisory - Baliff

	
	 
	*Duane W. Kaley(I)
	38,827
	330-297-3682
	Incumbent

	70 - 26
	Richland 
	Richard S. Greer(D)
	22,243
	
	College Education

	
	 
	*J. Steve  Sheldon(R)
	37,095
	419-774-5881
	Incumbent

	73 - 27
	Scioto 
	Jim Lintz(D)
	14,826
	
	College Education

	
	 
	*Marty V. Donini(R)
	19,901
	740-353-5649
	Incumbent

	76 - 28
	Stark 
	*Timothy A. Swanson(D)
	125,685
	330-430-3801
	Incumbent

	
	 
	Mark A. Machan(R)
	53,436
	
	Chief, Perry Township

	82 - 29
	Vinton 
	Rodney Hamilton(D)
	2,221
	Called Candidate
	Sergeant

	
	 
	*David N. Hickey(R)
	3,666
	740-596-5242
	Incumbent

	83 - 30
	Warren 
	Richard Heath Kilburn(I)
	24,042
	
	Chief, Morrow, OH

	
	 
	*Tom Ariss(R)
	57,569
	513-695-1280
	Incumbent

	86 - 31
	Williams 
	Daniel J. Hughes(I)
	7,432
	
	Corporal

	
	 
	*Kevin Beck(R)
	10,740
	419-636-3151
	Incumbent


Researching this information exposed a problem universal to the verification of a sheriff candidate’s supervisory or educational qualification to be a valid legal candidate.  The Common Pleas Court judge verifies the candidate’s criminal and residential history, but no one apparently verifies and stores the supervisory or educational documentation for each candidate, unless it is officially challenged by an opponent.  

Contacting the Board of Elections to find out what the qualifications were for some of these candidates did not always produce a solid answer.  The Boards of Election were not exactly sure what qualified the candidate, whether it was supervisory or educational because they had no documentation.  Overall, in Ohio, it seems there is generally a lack of documentation available for access within the Common Pleas Courts or Boards of Election to verify what specific supervisory or educational qualifications a candidate for sheriff had in any particular election, unless there was a challenge regarding a candidate’s qualifications.  

I contacted each sitting sheriff or department individual who knew the candidate’s qualifications; looked for documentation on the Internet that explained the status of each candidate’s qualifications; or, contacted the candidate himself/herself to find out whether they had the requisite qualification to be a candidate under supervisory or educational experience.  

Compiled by:  Dennis J. Varnau, Esq., 7661 White Swan Road, Georgetown, OH 45121, 14 March 2008
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