March 11, 2008

Senator Tom Niehaus

Senate Building
Room #220, Second Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Dear Senator Niehaus:

My name is Dennis Varnau.  I first met you in front of Mycle’s Cycles in Georgetown back in 2006.  I am a non-partisan independent candidate running for sheriff this Fall against incumbent Sheriff Dwayne Wenninger.  

As a former investigator for the Brown County Prosecutor’s Office, I have already accumulated a vast amount of information and knowledge relating to the present overall condition of the law enforcement sector of our county.  My perspectives as a taxpayer and investigator provided major inputs in my decision to run for sheriff.  

As a Brown County taxpayer since December, 2003, I am very concerned with unnecessary expenditures of county funds directly pinned to bad judgment calls and/or lack of legal experience by Sheriff Wenninger.  His actions as sheriff have cost our county insurer, CORSA, over $600K in settlements, which will probably exceed $1M by the end of this year as pending suits are decided or settled.  There are several more lawsuits still to be filed against the sheriff's department. Those settlements impact both the county’s deductible and premium amounts.  

As investigator at the prosecutor’s office, and, county citizen who does pay attention to what is going on in the local community, I am aware of several instances that indicate Sheriff Wenninger, at the very least, in my opinion, needs some remedial training in Title 29 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

As a candidate, I have been reviewing Sheriff Wenninger’s historical background.  My wife and I moved to Brown County at the end of court proceedings which followed Mr. Wenninger's indictment for falsification of documentation relating to his qualifications as a candidate for election or appointment to the office of sheriff.  Mr. Wenninger was acquitted of "knowingly falsifying" the documentation.  Nevertheless, such acquittal did not change the fact that he still was not qualified for appointment or election to the office under the law, but somehow was allowed to illegally remain in the position as sheriff.

Then in 2004, his qualifications as a legitimate candidate were again challenged, but this time supposedly a law [H.B. 75] was passed by the Ohio Legislature which reduced the educational requirement threshold for sheriff candidates.  After reviewing the documentation publicly available over the Internet, and research using Casemaker through my Ohio Bar membership, I find it interesting that this reduction in qualification requirements for sheriff was tacked onto a pre-existing bill for Korean War Veteran high school diplomas.  The timing of all this bill processing and its perfect synchronization to Mr. Wenninger’s petition filing date, is absolutely amazing, to the point where it begs for answers to other questions.  

As one of your constituents, and since you also sponsored the bill, I am asking for your assistance to fill in some of the blanks I have not been able to determine: 

1.) Please send me a copy of the documentation that indicates who was responsible for the addition of the “educational qualifications for county sheriffs” language that was attached to the original bill;  

2.) If said documentation does not exist for Question #1, please tell me all of those individuals you remember who were involved in coming up with the idea, need for, and language, that was attached to the original bill for Korean War Veteran high school diplomas; 

3.) Do you know if the “educational qualifications for county sheriffs” language attached to the original bill was specifically designed and drafted to cover for Mr. Wenninger’s lack of legal qualifications as a candidate for sheriff in 2004;  

4.) What did the “to declare and [sic] emergency” language pertain to in this bill;  

5.) Why was there an emergency associated with this bill as enacted – what was the emergency?  

As a non-partisan independent candidate, the historical background surrounding Mr. Wenninger’s appointment and election to sheriff is definitely pertinent to unnecessary legal costs incurred by our county.   The “Fiscal Note and Local Impact Statement” for H.B. 75 indicated that the future expenditures associated with this bill would be “negligible,” and, “should not result in any increased costs for the state or county governments.”  It is now fiscally clear to our county that an increase in qualification requirements would have been more appropriate and beneficial  than a decrease in candidate qualifications.  

Furthermore, the why and how of this bill, its timing being so chronologically precise, indicates some very thoughtful and deliberate planning.  This may probably be another perfect example of why “party politics” is so detrimental to the welfare of our county, particularly when actions taken reduce rather than increase the qualifications of those entrusted to administer our county criminal justice system.  Individuals involved in the criminal justice system should be of the highest moral and ethical character, and qualified as much as possible to preclude situations like those facing Brown County for the past seven years.  If I were a party member, I would find it absolutely abhorrent for my party to openly endorse and support a counterfeit candidate to represent my interests and those of my fellow citizens.  

As aforementioned, this is a request for information that I believe is absolutely pertinent for all voters in the upcoming November 4th election for sheriff.  I automatically assume that you will be forwarding this letter to your party contacts in Brown County.  That is okay with me.  The mechanics of internal political actions that significantly affect our county fiscal condition should be readily accessible to all voters so they have all the facts necessary to make a more informed decision in the voting booth.  I will hold my letter to you from publication on my website prior to receiving your timely response.  

Sincerely yours,

[Signed copy sent by US Mail]

Dennis J. Varnau, Esq.

7661 White Swan Road

Georgetown, OH 45121

cc: former Rep. Buerher, current Reps.: DeBose, Distel, Strahorn, Driehaus 
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